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Paula Cross: thought that fourth baby would complete family

THE ACORN BOOK and TOY SHOP

109 Palmerston Road, Southsea, Hants, PO5 3PS
Telephone: 023 928 23925

The Lion Christmas Promotion
Children’s Christmas Books
% for the Price of 2

Opening hours: Tuesday—Friday 10-5. Saturday 10—4.30
The shop will be closed at 3.00pm on Christmas Eve until 3rd January 2006
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Ripe dream...

Getting a sound performance need no longer be a
pipe dream as our team of investment managers
aim to hit all the right notes to complement the
long-term aspirations of church trusts. Meanwhile,
church trusts can continue to sound out the
attractions of our investment, property and
deposit funds.
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To see the full score call us today.

For a caurch’s snort-term

CCLA and long-term aspirations

CCLA INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT LTD
The CBF Church of England Funds

(Established in 1958)

020 7489 6010
www.ccla.co.uk

CCLA Investment Management Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA) under
the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (FSMA). The Trustee of The CBF Church of England Funds (the Funds)
is The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England, a registered charity. Under the provisions of the FSMA
the Trustee is not considered to be operating the Funds by way of business and therefore is not required to be
regulated by the FSA. Participation in the Funds is restricted to any charitable trust with objects connected with
the work of the Church of England.

Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. The Funds’ share value can fall as well as rise. An investor may
not get back the amount originally invested. The shares are intended only for long-term investment and are not
suitable for money liable to be spent in the near future.

IT'S one of the most
agonising decisions
that any Christian cou-
ple could face.

Paula and Steve Cross had to
decide whether to terminate her
pregnancy when they discovered
their fourth baby wouldn’t sur-
vive until birth.

The baby had Edward’s
Syndrome, which meant it had an
extra chromosome and wouldn’t
develop in the womb. The options
were either a termination or a
stillbirth, but the baby wouldn’t
survive, whatever happened.

“l was devastated,” said the
42-year-old. “I already had three
beautiful children and thought a
fourth would complete our fami-
ly, so I was delighted when I fell
pregnant.

“But at 11 weeks, the doctor
said that our baby was in heart
failure already and had this syn-
drome.

“It was really difficult,

my faith

fine - Edward,s Syndrome can’t
be detected until 11 weeks in - but
she heard something.

“It was a voice from outside
my head saying that there was
something wrong,” she said. “It
felt like a stabbing in my heart, as
I knew it was true.

“I didn’t tell Steve because it
felt so bizarre. But it set me on the
path of wanting to check every-
thing out, which is why I had this
scan in London at 11 weeks.”

Although their experience was
agonising, it did drive them closer
to God. Paula grew up in a South
Wales mining town and went to
chapel with her grandmother. But
she drifted away from church at
art college.

She met Steve, got married,
and taught in adult education
before they moved to Burridge.
They had Gilbert, now 14, Emily,
12, and Rupert, 9, and it was Gil’s
baptism in 1991 that prompted
Paula to try church again.

It was a traumatic decision for Paula Cross - whether
to terminate the life of her unborn baby. But it actually
brought her and her husband Steve closer to God.

because I didn’t want to give birth
to a dead baby. We even prayed
that they were wrong and the
baby had Down’s Syndrome. But
until you get into that situation,
you don’t know how you will
react.

“I was devastated about hav-
ing to make this decision. Even as
they wheeled me into the theatre
for the termination, I was still
praying that God would show me
the ‘right’ thing to do.”

What made things slightly
easier was that Paula had felt God
telling her that something was
wrong with the baby when she
had a routine check at seven
weeks. The doctor said she was

“Six weeks before his bap-
tism, my mum had died and I was
in South Wales organising the
funeral,” she said. “I had a
chance meeting with my old
Sunday School teacher and she
said: “You know who you can
trust’. It got me thinking. I knew
who Jesus was, but I’d never been
baptised myself. I decided to get
baptised with Gil.”

They were Dbaptised at St
Barnabas, Swanwick, and Paula
started to go to the mothers and
toddlers’ group at St John’s,
Hedge End.

She then went to that church
for seven years, and sang in the
choir. But she hadn’t quite found

Agony of a
termination
brought us
back to God

what she was looking for, and
Steve wasn’t involved either.

“I think I was just a ‘pew-
filler’ there,” she said. “I knew
there was something more I was
looking for, but I never quite
found it.

“Although the termination
was traumatic, I came to realise
that there wasn’t any right or
wrong answer. Jesus just wants
you to be in a relationship with
him, and that experience actually
cemented that relationship. Steve
also realised how affected I had
been by this and it started him
thinking about God and the pur-
pose of life.”

After having a gap from
church, the pair started going to St
John’s Church in Locks Heath,
after being invited to see a musi-
cal there.

They went on an Alpha
course, and it was during the ses-
sion on ‘How can I be sure of my
faith?’ that Paula felt God’s for-
giveness become a reality. It was
the first time she’d felt she want-
ed to give her life to Jesus.

Now Steve is part of the lead-
ership team at the church and
Paula sings with the worship
group and is involved with the
church’s prayer ministry team.
Last year she also worked as com-
munications officer for the
church.

“Sometimes I can’t believe
that I spent so many years know-
ing about Christ in my mind, but
not having a relationship with
him,” she said.

“But God often works in you
when you are at your most vulner-
able. Perhaps that was the only
way with me, because I was hard
at work being a mother, and that
was where I had invested my
emotions.

“The whole experience meant
I was challenged to put my heart
somewhere else. But I know that
God loves me and one day I'll
hold my baby in heaven.”



