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WEST LEIGH:
Children went back to
the Victorian era at St
Alban’s C of E Primary
School for one day. It
helped them to under-
stand how school life
had changed since the
19th century.

Year 2 children
Imogen Walsh, Alfie
Simms and Chloe
Anderson said: “We
marched in, girls in one
line, boys in another and
sat down when Ma’am
told us to. After Mrs
Phillips called the regis-
ter and we said ‘yes
Ma’am’, she checked
our nails and shoes to
make sure they were
clean.

“We had slates and
chalks and Mrs Phillips
gave us sums to do from
the board. Later, we had
Victorian playtime, and
some of us played with
the hoops and the wood-
en spinning tops and
skipping ropes.”

DIOCESE: Churches
across the diocese are
being encouraged to
mark Education Sunday
on February 12.

It’s a national day of
prayer and celebration
for all involved in edu-
cation. This year’s
theme is  ‘Winning a
prize that will last for
ever’, based on 1
Corinthians 9: 24-27. 

The resources draw

parallels between the
worlds of education and
sport. The 2006 leaflet
includes readings,
hymns and prayers for
churches to use, and is
available on www.natso
c.org.uk

PORTSMOUTH: An
Ofsted inspector praised
the quality of care and
education at a church-
run pre-school. The
report said children at
Swishers flc, based in St
Wilfrid’s church hall,
Fratton, were eager to
learn, well-behaved and

extremely happy.
Staff interact with

them exceptionally well,
praising them and
encouraging them to try
new skills. They treat
children as individuals,
and are enthusiastic to
ensure children make
good progress.

Improvements in
hygiene, security and
staff training had been
addressed since the last
inspection. The overall
provision was described
as ‘good’.

The group is cele-
brating its 40th anniver-

sary next month. It was
launched as St Wilfrid’s
playgroup, but changed
its role as pre-school
provision changed over
the years. 

In March 2003, it re-
invented itself as
‘Swishers flc’, and now
provides a pre-school,
breakfast and after-
school club, holiday
playscheme and wrap-
around care.

HOOK-with-
WARSASH: It’s not
every day that an
Olympic gold medallist
visits your school - so
pupils at Hook-with-
Warsash Primary were
impressed when Sarah
Webb turned up to open
their Christmas fair.

She was part of the
‘three blondes in a boat’
team who won gold in
the Yngling sailing class
at the 2004 Athens
Olympics. 

She cut the red rib-
bon and greeted children
at the fair, which includ-
ed a cake stall, lucky
dip, craft tombola and
face-painting. The chil-
dren even met Father
Christmas.

Headteacher
Christopher Hines said:
“We would like to say a
big thank-you to Sarah
Webb for opening the
fair. This made it an
extra special event this
year.”  

NEWPORT: The
organist at St John’s
Church has achieved a
significant milestone.

John Matthews
gained the Archbishops’
Certificate in Church
Music from the Guild of
Church Musicians,
which is awarded on
behalf of both the C of
E’s Archbishop of
Canterbury and the RC’s
Archbishop of
Westminster.

It is the next stage
on from the
Archbishops’ Award,
which he was given last
year. He received the
certificate during
Vespers from the Rt Rev
Bernard Longley,
Auxiliary Bishop of
Westminster, in the lady
chapel of Westminster
Cathedral. 

At the same ceremo-
ny, the Rt Rev David

Stancliffe, Bishop of
Salisbury and formerly
provost at Portsmouth

Cathedral, received an
honorary fellowship
from the guild.

PETERSFIELD: An
organ recital at St
Peter’s Church has
raised £325 for the
Rowans Hospice in
Purbrook.

Mark Dancer, direc-
tor of music at the
church, played Bach’s
Toccata and Fugue in D
Minor as part of a one-
hour programme of
music for Christmas.

The St Peter’s con-
gregation was joining in
hundreds of similar
events throughout the
UK in a nationwide
celebration of the music
of Johann Sebastian
Bach.

The ambitious occa-
sion was organised by
BBC Radio 3 and the
Royal College of
Organists and part of the
radio station’s 10-day
broadcast A Bach
Christmas.  
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John Matthews (right) receives his certificate
from the Rt Rev Bernard Longley

HOLIDAY DIRECTORY 
ALGARVE
Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite).

Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro.
Own pool, all mod cons.

Situated on Pestana Golf Resort.
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls.

Full details and brochure:
Brian Chambers

Tel: 02380 265683

KINGFORD
HOUSE HOTEL

Lynton
���� Silver Award

Enjoy excellent home cuisine. 
Situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.

Telephone Tricia Morgan on
01598 752361

for a brochure and tariff

A warm traditional 
welcome awaits you at 

DEVON
FARM COTTAGES

3 miles beautiful North Coast,
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2–6.

Heated indoor pool.
Games Barn. Peace and quiet

in secluded 34 acres.
Weekly/short breaks available
Tel: 01271 882376
www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk

www.BasicallyBirding.com
Andalucia, Spain

B&B in tranquil rural surroundings. 
Ideal for reflection and
retreat. 
Day/weekend/midweek 
guided bird watching tours.

Tel. 0034 952 74 50 28
0034 618 430 7663

Email bbirding@wanadoo.es

MENORCA
Holiday Villa

High standard 4 bed villa near Mahon.
Sleeps 6/7, own pool, all mod cons,

quiet residential area, magnificent 
views, close to shops & restaurants, 

short drive to sandy beaches.

Tel: 01934 852718
paulrouse@talk21.com

Beautiful
Cotswold Village

Small self-contained flat, 
£28 per night for 2 people.
Available from April until

October. For further details 
or brochure, please call:

01367 860312

Burford area

Artists - Birdwatchers - Gardeners - Walkers
We’re running special activity weeks for YOU at
Hampton Manor Country House Hotel

on the Devon/Cornwall border - a place for tranquil holidays
with high quality cuisine and accomodation at outstanding value.

Please phone 01579 370494 for a brochure 
and/or programme of events - email us at 
hamptonmanor@supanet.com or visit our

website at www.hamptonmanor.co.uk

Our

LoireValley
Tranquil riverside village

house near Saumur is available
from April to mid October.

Simply furnished but with 
mod cons; fishing from the garden;

good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby

£200 to £350 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6.

Contact on
Evenings: 01993 813569 or

Anytime: 07976 438336

Travel Insurance
Arranged for Pompey Chimes Readers

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE
From only £99.95 per couple in Europe

From only £134.95 per couple Worldwide
SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE

2 Weeks Europe - From only £15.95 per person
(no maximum age limit for single trip travel insurance)

HAVE YOU BOOKED A LAST MINUTE SPECIAL OFFER
WITH YOUR TRAVEL AGENTS?
If so, we have last minute Travel

Insurance available to all people up to
85 yrs of age from only £9.95 per person.

STOP PRESS We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age.

Regulated  & Licensed by the F.S.A
Call for details

CAR
HIRE FT  TRAVEL

INSURANCE

0116 272 0500

For more information see:

www.morningstar.org.uk

Charity No. 328320

Morning Star Trust is a Christain adven-
ture sailing organisation. Our aim is the
personal & spiritual development of indi-
viduals through the challenge and
excitement of sailing at sea. 
Our 62ft flagship 'Morning Star of
Revelation' will be visiting Portsmouth
and Plymouth between May and July
2006, before heading to Lisbon for the
50th anniversary Tall Ships Race.  We
hope to welcome groups or individuals
from your region aboard for taster days,
weekends, or even a week when we
plan to cruise the south west & visit the
Channel Islands. 
Carrying up to 11 guests, Morning Star
presents a rare opportunity for members
of your church, school or adult group to
experience traditional offshore    sailing
in one of the best areas in the country.
Once on board you will become part of
the team, fully involved in hoisting the
sails, steering and working the boat. No
prior experience is needed and we will
provide you with sea boots and oil skins
as required.
Bursary funding is available for the
under-supported.

Telephone: 01634 403890
Email: sailing@morningstar.org.uk

Adventure
Sailing Holidays

Gatwick Airport
Closest B&B parking, 3 mins.

Quiet, friendly, close to 
all amenities. 

Competitive rates. 
Secure holiday parking.

Accomodation not 
necessary.

Tel: 01293 783363

Pilgrim House. Station Court. Borough Green. Kent. TN15 8AF

Group ppilgrimages tto
places oof hhistoric aand

religious iinterest.

Freefone: 0800 917 3572
Fax:01732 886885   Telephone: +44 (0)1732 886666
Email: info@tangney-tours.com Website: www.tangney-tours.com

THE HOLY LAND
Visit Jordan Valley, Petra, Sea of Galilee, Bethlehem, 
the Wailing Wall, Jerusalem, The Church of The Holy

Sepulchre, Mount Zion and follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

ROME
Visit St. Peters Square, the major Basilicas, Ancient Rome, 

Piazza Navona, Trevi Fountain, Panthenon, Catacombs, 
the Vatican Museum and more.

POLAND
Visit the ancient Royal city in Kraków, the Shrine of Jasna 

Gora in Chestochowa, Auschwitz, Wadowice - the birthplace 
of Pope John Paul II - and the salt mines of Wieliczka.

Call for details on our tailor-made group 
packages, prices & other destinations. 


