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Working with youngsters in Africa
helped me learn to rely on God

My Faith: page 12

PEWS WILL
BE FULL AT
CHRISTMAS
IT’S the time of year
when our churches are
packed with worship-
pers celebrating the
birth of Christ.

Thousands of people will
squeeze into our pews for carol
services, Christmas events and
children’s activities, all telling the
story of the miraculous birth of the
much-    heralded Messiah.

Many parishes hold additional
services or special events to cope
with the demand, with candlelit
services especially popular. Some
churches ask children or adults to
dress up as the main characters
from the Nativity story. And many
hold crib services, in which the tra-
ditional story is told as figures are
added to a crib scene.

Our cathedral is holding three
identical carol services for the first
time this year to accommodate the
2,000 worshippers expected to
attend. Services of Lessons and
Carols, each featuring Portsmouth
Cathedral Choir, are at 3pm and
7.30pm on December 22 and
7.30pm on December 23.

Master of Choristers David
Price said: “We discovered last
year that two carol services just
wasn’t enough, even with 750-800
people at each. There are also peo-
ple who prefer not to come out in

the evenings, and we’re expecting
500 at the afternoon service.”

The cathedral choir will also
sing carols at a special, ticket-only
service at the top of the Spinnaker
Tower at 4pm on December 23.
And there will also be two identical
crib services in the cathedral at
3pm and 4.30pm on Christmas
Eve.

St Mary the Virgin, Rowner,
in Gosport, is one of several
churches where adults and children
are encouraged to dress up for the
popular Christmas Eve crib serv-
ice.

Rector the Rev John Draper
said: “We usually have some new-
born babies as well, in which case

there is a competition to be the
baby Jesus. The atmosphere is
relaxed and informal, and everyone
gets into the mood and the
Christmas spirit.”

Many worshippers also sing
carols around their local communi-
ty. Churches Together in
Fareham join forces for carols
around the Christmas tree in West
Street at 4.45pm on December 6,
and for carols in the shopping cen-
tre on December 22.

There are carols around the
pond in Buriton at 7pm on
December 14, with the Liss Band,
while late-night shoppers in
Petersfield are serenaded from
6.30pm the same night.

More special Christmas events and activities: pages 8-9

Laura Newell as Kash-Kash with Desmond the camel

Wise men’s journey
told in festive tour

DESMOND the camel will be
a massive hit with children in
our parishes this month.

He’s one of the stars of a
family Christmas play tour-
ing our diocese which tells
the story of the journey of
the wise men to Bethlehem.

Melchior’s Magical
Mystery Quest is being staged
by Top Cat Theatre
Company in churches from
Cowplain to Southsea and
from Botley to Hayling
Island.

It tells the story of scien-
tist Melchior, poet Balthazar
and philosopher Caspar, as
they see a mysterious star in
Persia and are drawn to fol-
low it. Desmond is Melchior’s
camel, who eats anything
from maps to underwear.

Laura Newell, who plays
one of Melchior’s servants
Kash-Kash, said: “It’s a
funny play, and lots of the
humour revolves around
Desmond. I think children
will love him! But the play
also takes in the wonder and
mystery of the wise men’s
search for the Messiah who
will change their lives.”

Top Cat Theatre
Company, which is based in
Southsea, previously toured
our diocese with the family
play Scrub That Manger!,
and have also staged plays
including The Screwtape
Letters and What’s So
Amazing About Grace?

For full details of the
tour, see page 15 or
www.topcattheatre.com

What Christmas is all about - God coming to earth as a baby




