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IT was enough money to buy
school uniforms and to pay the
teachers.

The £580 raised by St
Alban’s C of E Primary School
in West Leigh was given to its
link school in Ghana by head-
teacher Alice Wood on her latest
trip there. And it was used to
help pay teachers who hadn’t
been paid for four months.

Visitors from St Andrew’s
Church in Hayling Island had
also raised a substantial sum for
the school in the village of
Takorase, which was named St
Alban’s after its sponsor.

“The beauty of actually
delivering this is that you can
witness first hand the difference
it makes to the lives of the peo-
ple there,” she said. “The whole
village was waiting for us, and

we were presented with an
amazing tribal dance, and gifts
of fruit and cloth.”

St Andrew’s Church gave
the school enough money to drill
a bore hole, and Alice also pre-
sented the school with a huge
bag of pencils and pens.

Alice also swopped letters

from pupils at her school with
letters from children at the near-
by school in Asesewa. 

She said her pupils would be
impressed by the standard of
writing from children with 50 in
a class and nothing but a teacher,
a blackboard and a piece of
chalk.

WORKING as a Christian
in Darfur, it’s hard not
to address the question
of why God allows suf-
fering.

And Ed Walker, programme
director for Tearfund in the region,
has tackled those questions in a
book. Reflections from the
Scorched Earth has just been pub-
lished by Monarch, and examines
his experiences in disaster relief
work in five war zones and a
drought-stricken area.

Ed is the son-in-law of
Anthony and Jenny Savage, who
worship at Southwick Church. He
met their daughter Rachel in
Kenya, and they were married in
Cowplain in 2004. She also
worked for Tearfund as a nurse
and health promoter until after the
birth of their daughter.

In the book, Ed reflects on the
murder of up to a million Tutsi
people in Rwanda in 1994 – the
fastest genocide in history – and
the touching faith of the widows
he met. He writes about the time-
bomb of HIV/Aids in Kenya and
the legacy of using children as sol-
diers in Sierra Leone.

He also describes his distress
and anger at the humanitarian cri-
sis in Darfur that saw two million
people forced from their homes,
the deaths of 180,000 people, and

the sexual mutilation and rape of
women. He writes about the intox-
icating power of evil and analyses
why the textbook Christian
response feels adequate.

“This book is partly a record of
a personal journey of intellectual
doubts and not
very child-like
trust in a God of
love,” he said. “It
is an honest
account of my
thoughts and faith,
and how they have
deepened and
strengthened. 

“My faith is
that mysterious,
unfathomable entity
dwelling deep in the midst and
core of me, too inexplicable to be
captured and tied-down by words,

yet extremely real, tangible and
trustworthy.”

Tearfund’s chief executive,
Matthew Frost, said: “This book
offers us all a frank and thought-
provoking perspective on service
and suffering. 

“Ed is vulnerable about
his own anguish, his ques-
tions, his tears – and, yes,
his doubts. His story shows
that sometimes when we
face our doubts openly and
honestly, we find our faith
emerges stronger.”

The book is available,
priced at £7.99 from
Christian bookshops, and
on www.lionhudson.com,
www.amazon.co.uk and

www.eden.co.uk. All proceeds
will go to Tearfund’s disaster man-
agement team.

HE wrote the book in a
month while he was recover-
ing from a bone marrow
transplant.

Bishop Kenneth
had the idea for a
book about Advent
less than a year ago,
and wrote it between
January 8 and
February 9. It has
now been published
by Canterbury
Press to help steer
readers through
this year’s Advent
season.

Watching and Waiting: A
Guide to the Celebration of
Advent is designed to help us
understand the season of
Advent better. Advent is an
entirely Western phenome-
non without much of a tradi-
tion, characterised as much
by its folk customs – such as
the Advent wreath and the
Feast of St Nicholas – as its
Biblical themes.

The 160-page paperback
helps to create a fuller theolo-
gy of Advent, in which the
bishop draws on Biblical, his-
torical and liturgical evidence

to show how churches have
understood and kept Advent
down the centuries.

He finds that the season
has much to say

about contem-
porary con-
cerns in today’s
Church and
world, from how
we do mission to
Richard
Dawkins’ brand
of atheism, as
well as much
between.

The book is
being serialised in the Church
Times this Advent. It can be
bought for £12.99 from
Christian bookshops and also
via www.scm-canterbury
press.co.uk

It is the second book writ-
ten by Bishop Kenneth to be
published this year. Rooted in
Detachment: Living the
Transfiguration, written last
year, was published by
Darton, Longman and Todd
in the summer.

! Bishop Kenneth writes
about Advent in ‘The Last
Word’: see page 16.

Suffering provokes a
big question
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